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Filed for intro on  05/01/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 924
By  Hargett

A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Ryan Eugene DeBoard,
2002 Valedictorian of Bartlett High School.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to pay

tribute to those students who through their natural talents and unflagging commitment to

academic excellence have distinguished themselves in the classroom; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Eugene DeBoard is one such exceptional student who was recently

named Valedictorian of the 2002 graduating class at Bartlett High School; and

WHEREAS, through diligent study, steady composure during examinations, and

steadfast commitment of time and talent, Mr. DeBoard has achieved outstanding academic

success, and has joined the ranks of the best and brightest students in Tennessee and our

country; and

WHEREAS, in his remarkable high school career, Ryan Eugene DeBoard has earned an

exemplary 4.00 Grade Point Average; he also earned an ACT composite score of 31; and

WHEREAS, Mr. DeBoard's performance in the numerous honors and advanced

placement courses in which he has been enrolled has won him much recognition; he was on the

"A" Honor Roll three years, was a two-year member of the Mu Alpha Theta mathematics honor

society, a three-year member of the Spanish Honor Society, a two-year member of the Junior
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Honor Club, a two-year member of the National Honor Society, a one-year member of the

presidential Honor Society and a two-year member of the National Beta Club; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Eugene DeBoard participated in the Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership

Conference; the 2000 Citizenship Essay, winning third place in his school and earning

Honorable Mention in the regional and state contests; the 2001 Governor's School for the

Sciences; placed 22nd out of 100 students in Chemistry Examinations; and was a 2001 EWI

Scholarship winner; and

WHEREAS, Mr. DeBoard's many school-related activities included three years as a

member of the Academic Team; participation in the Channel 3 Knowledge Bowl as a Senior;

Odyssey of the Mind (later Destination Imagination) Team, the team winning the Ranatra Fusca

Creativity Award at the regional and state levels in his Freshman year, finishing fifth at the state

tournament in his Sophomore year, and finishing fifth at the state competition and winning the

DaVinci Award for creativity at the regional level during his Junior year; four years of

participation in the Science Olympiad; two years in Bartlett Ambassadors; two years in the Key

Club; three years as PTSA Student Representative; three years in the Computer Club; two

years in the Science Bowl; four years in Peer Mediation; four years in the Impact Bible Club;

and three years in the Spanish Club; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Eugene DeBoard has extended his activities beyond his school,

serving as a Baptist Children's Home tutor and a Zoo Boo Volunteer at the Memphis Zoo,

performing volunteer work at Le Bonheur Children's Medical Center through the Explorer

program, collecting money for UNICEF, passing out Republican Presidential flyers, and

participating in Walk as One; and

WHEREAS, Mr. DeBoard’s display of intellectual aptitude and ambition surely bodes

well for his future success; he plans to utilize his interests in computer hardware and software,

various technologies and the disciplines of medicine and chemistry to pursue a career in

medical research; and
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WHEREAS, Ryan Eugene DeBoard’s noteworthy achievement is a tremendous source

of pride for his parents, his school, and his community; and

WHEREAS, Mr. DeBoard’s dedication to excellence is clearly deserving of the respect,

admiration, and commendation of this legislative body; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby commend and honor 2002 Bartlett High School Valedictorian,

Ryan Eugene DeBoard, on his impressive academic achievement, and extend to him our best

wishes for a happy, successful future.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


